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Background

B In February, the Council tasks the Committee to:

— To make recommendations on open/closed areas 2001.

m Council direction: give consideration to small boat
concerns 1n development of open/closed areas; such
measures should be developed 1n a ‘non-allocative’
manner.

— To develop RPA alternative and experimental design
for 2002 amendment package for June meeting.



Goals and Objectives

B Goal: Develop an RPA that meets the mandates of the
ESA, MSFCMA, and other applicable laws, while
conserving marine biodiversity and sustaining viability of
the diverse fishing communities dependent upon the
Alaska fishery resources.

m Objectives:

— Remove jeopardy and adverse modification.

— Develop a sound experimental design for monitoring.
— Minimize social and economic impacts.

— Minimize bycatch of PSC and other groundfish.

— Promote safety at sea.




Meetings To Date

B February 10: meeting schedule, initial data requests.
B February 20: ESA, NEPA; refined data request.

B March 6-7: goals & objectives, jeopardy & adverse
modification criteria, killer whale abundance studies, scat

studies, SSL biology, NMFS surveys, ASSLRT report.

B March 25-29: MSFCMA, Kodiak prey studies, satellite
telemetry data, GIS catch/survey/count data analysis,
developed final recommendation for 2001.



Analyses Undertaken for Commuttee

m Satellite Telemetry Data Summary
— distance from shore and marking location
m Geographic Information System (GIS) Maps:

— catch by gear type and vessel size

— NMEFS trawl survey data by ADF&G statistical area
— SSL counts, rookeries and haulouts

— SSL trends by region (metapopulation analysis)

— Platform of opportunity data (sightings of SSL)

— Vessel safety data (locations of accidents)

m 1999 Ex-vessel and Product Value Data
— by area, vessel length group and gear type



Summary of Satellite Data
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Example Map of GIS data
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ESA Mandates

m ESA requires that each Federal agency insure that any Federal action is
not likely to: (1) jeopardize the continued existence of any listed species
OR (2) result in the destruction or adverse modification of critical habitat
of such species.

— Jeopardize the continued existence of means to engage in an action
that reasonably would be expected, directly or indirectly, to reduce
appreciably the likelihood of both the survival and recovery of a
listed species in the wild by reducing the reproduction, numbers, or
distribution of that species.

— Destruction or adverse modification means a direct or indirect
alternation that appreciably diminishes the value of critical habitat for
both the survival and recovery of a listed species. Such alterations
include, but are not limited to, alterations adversely modifying any of
those physical or biological features that were the basis for
determining the habitat to be critical.




MSFCMA Mandates

m 10 National Standards

— Prevent overfishing and achieve OY, Best scientific
information, stock unit management, non-
discriminatory, efficiency, variability, minimize costs,
fishing communities, reduce bycatch, promote safety.

m Required Contents of FMPS

B Provisions of Public Law 106-554

— B10Op RPA to be phased 1n 2001, and implemented in
2002, but revised as necessary based on independent
scientific review and other new information.

— Council transmits FMP amendment to implement RPA.



RPA Criteria

m at least 50% of CH should be closed to fishing for
pollock, cod, and mackerel;

B closures should protect at least 50% of the non-
pup population and at least 75% of pups;

B measures should avoid jeopardy (assumes fishery
causes decline);

B a monitoring program must be included (2002 and
beyond).



Map of B1Op RPA
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Committee Recommendations

B Change season opening dates

— GOA: change cod to Sept 1 (all gears)

— BS: change cod longline to Aug 15, and pot to Sept 1,
and pollock to June 11.

— Al: change cod longline to Aug 15, mackerel to Sept 1
m Modify RPA area closures

— based on NMFS recommendation, using BiOp RPA
numbered areas for changes.

B Coordinate efforts with State for 0-3 nm



Recommended Open/Closed Areas

s e
K North Pacific Fisheries Management Counc
RPA Committee Proposal
GOA and BSAI Federal Fisheres
June - December 2001 Q

/ *  Steller Sea Lion Haulout
%  Steller Sea Lion Rookery

3 nm no transit zones around rookeries
3 nm no fishing zones around haulouts

Critical Habitat as defined in

NMFS November 30, 2000 RPA

- closed to fishing under RPA Committee

5y April 2001 Proposal {see text for vessel exemptions)

Critical Habitat as defined in

NMFS November 30,2000 RPA

- open to fishing under RPA Committee
April 2001 Proposal

Pacific cod trawl closure East of 178°W
Aleutians area west of 178°W is closed to Pacific cod trawl

2 Atika mackerel closure West of 178%W
Aleutians area eastof 178°W is closed to Atka mackerel fishing

3 1 (Finoe willam Sound)
Sea i sbuncance trand - This area is showing the

w0

m
Hock, Pacito
S
2 of s rckenies and hautois
Bgring S Areas 78,0 Fo all s, casZom 'S S
¥ trawl, Pactic oo 4 7

Ave 13 (Cantrs ard WA
S lon Sundanea Tend - TS s s duoraasiagto tan avafos (1% per ) S lon aburdanes trand - Thi e I dselning fasarshan
Estng RPA IS - Red area. ClodacTrgaliech, cod. an mackerd

average (7 per
Existng P Arule - ned area. Closedho pollock, cac, and
mackerd fhing outside 013 nm

fohing outside of3 am.

forarsas 13/and 13

& Recommen tatn - Pronibt 5hng felpoliock. 7ac o cod, and
S S iy ot ot orar o e o e nd soas 7 Gk § et e oy <5 A 31 g i 26
3,20 nm e s o ouk b imprn<hiad o i o J CHlerarosien ceupyfor Shiiak and Long

Faris sed webg S guar Jhes sraind s Kowd amas g o5 Apips ndcaem 177 - \\.“mwwmu‘.,ea.m, AT

ang $uldr(n area 13) fom Octabar 1- Dasambar 3

r33 9 B agoio et el <30 o ur o s uout oo
m).

0 3 e B allow edto fsh wihin haubut areas -3
Ared 13 it g et P :

I - Rad ares. Closad tRgotock

1 mackere] fohi f O
mivimsaisn . o hange g

[area 3 (Kedizk iland)
503 ln 38urdan0e trend - Thi araa i£ deoiiing 31 ha poduaton 3verag
450

Existng RPA e - Green ara. Open o fshing ousite of |

Fecommandaton - No shanga. Mainiain the 10y RPAthaghllons fizning for
pollock. Paii cod, and Aka mackersluithall a<ar cypes . orceal habitat and
the Shal ko faraging area, exoepd wthin 20 1m o flitad ryokenes

and 3 nm 012208 hawous,

fhea 12 Eastem 21)
s ian 3bundance trend - This area is decreasing sliahly (1% par yean)
Exsting RPArle - Dreen arwa. Open 1o ihing outside 013 .
Incusing Seaguam wraging area

s34 Chigni)
e lion abundancd trand - Thiz area i stable or daslining slghdly ¢ 6% gt yean)
B s e

Pl Pyt ovd] md Ay mackere o a8 ear mpes . stigh vabis o
50 nm otlised reodfre and haulaues
Areas § and 6 Faise Pazd| King Cowe. 5304 Point)
Y S G e S lon abundanca wand nm.ﬂ.;mm.wa.vm.;smwmy.rnrm.mm;
e Evting RPA e - Aren iz 3 green ares.
Fecommanision - reR i v e petoce Paci o, and Atk mackers
wih 2l gar s uitin 10 0m of e d roskeries and haulouts.
Excaption: Va22elz < 60" izhing uith #xed gear would be abowad 1o izh
FIXERGEAR: lyboth areae 12 and 12, sl e o vz ok b e shin wiin haulout and raoker) aras (320 nm)
25 10and 11 (60l of Unaias
Sea o 2hundanca wend - TEares s deeiing 2% par yearia are 10, sxinaea .
e et b e B Gullof Alaska (Areas 1.2.3, 4,5, 6, 10 A43BFITT1 areas, Pacifc cad fisheries would open Septem ber 1
S=hing ousi
Recommendation - Prahio 5hing for paloc, Pacic cod, and Acka maskersl
i sl gearsypes in siisal habiat widin 20 tm ot sted rookeies and haulouts .
aylations. 3 eaguam forsging ares whuld ramain clesed. b S o 200 il

APl 3, 2001 Frepared by NMFS, NPFMG . and ADF&G staft




Summary of RPA Protection

Criteria BiOp Committee
>50% CH 66% 57%
> 50% non-pups 56% 80%

> 75% pups 74% 80%



Upcoming Meeting Schedule

m April 17-19 in Anchorage (tentative)
— at the Holiday Inn, starting at 8 am

B May 9-11 1n Juneau
— at the NMFS Conference Room, starting at 10 am

B May 21-24 in Seattle
— at the AFSC Building 4, starting at 1 pm



